Richmond Southeast Shoreline Area Community Advisory Group

FINAL  Minutes of the meeting August 10, 2006
Respectfully submitted by Tarnel Abbott
Present:   Dr. Wendel Brunner, Ethel Dotson, Whitney Dotson, Stephen Linsley, Gayle McLaughlin, Pablo Munoz, Sherry Padgett, Dr. Jean Rabovsky, Joe Robinson, JoAnn Tillman, Tarnel Abbott 
Meeting started approximately 7:00 p.m.

· Status Report for Site Activities-  See Barbara Cook’s Report

· CAG discussion:
Sherry Padgett:  How far back is the water being measured?

Barbara Cook:  Into the upland portion-

Sherry Padgett:  Are you measuring a wide swath or up the middle?

Barbara Cook:  Don’t remember

Ethel Dotson: [re West Shores] The City is holding up permits for the Toll Brothers until the Bay Trail issue is resolved.

Tarnel Abbott:  How deep is required for gun club cleanup?

Barbara Cook:  Usually first two feet in depth-but where bunkers are, have to go behind them.

Sherry Padgett:  We are trying to understand the issue of lead agency in the cleanup of  Pacific Hard Chrome.  
Barbara Cook:  That’s Dr. Brunner’s Agency.

Sherry Padgett: How did that happen?  Does DTSC have any role in oversight of the clean up?  Why was there no notification?

Barbara Cook: Certain types of facilities fall under different jurisdictions [cited law and CUPA?], this one fell under auspices of County Health Department.
Sherry Padgett: Is Contra Costa County cleaning up only inside?

Barbara Cook: Outside also-

Sherry Padgett: It’s a question of leadership or  [failure of] communication-

Ethel Dotson:  Why wasn’t it added to the CAG’s  area

Dr. Wendel Brunner:  Can invite someone from County Hazardous Materials  program to speak at CAG meeting if CAG wants-
Gayle McLaughlin:  Is anyone from DTSC able to look into all these areas which the CAG is concerned with and let us know if other agencies are working on them?

Sherry Padgett:  UC’s response to DHS action items was to say no action will be taken until DTSC gives order.

Barbara Cook: Expect to deliver order within 30 days.

Tarnel Abbott: Had asked in June for water test of “stream” near the EPA office-

Barbara Cook: I think it was done.

Tarnel Abbott: Would like follow up-can you send the report?

Tarnel Abbott: Question about public review documents, very few at the Library-how is public to be informed?

Barbara Cook: Only send out final documents and review items, such as the RAW

JoAnn Tillman: The CAG should direct DTSC to do as is done at other sites-people have died-we’re not getting paid-

Barbara Cook: Web based information is available at Envirostor-

Ethel Dotson: It’s hard to use-

Sherry Padgett: Its not intuitive

JoAnn Tillman:  Response to delineation of information-if we don’t have integrity-DTSC could care less-covert behavior-you guys skipped over it-

Ethel Dotson:  We need to be provided with print copies

Barbara Cook:  We will provide one hard copy to Whitney [Dotson].

Whitney Dotson:  I think we should have in paper copy.
Dr. Wendel Brunner: Will bring in expert on wells

Barbara Cook: Information on drinking water wells is confidential now under terrorist act.

Sherry Padgett: Asking about wells in case they need to be closed.

Pablo Munoz: We should take Dr. Brunner up on bringing in an expert.

JoAnn Tillman:  Ask Dr. Brunner to bring us information before the night of the presentation.

Joe Robinson:  Regarding the Roundup-Material Data Sheet has information that indicates that it might react with material commonly found on a site such as Zeneca and possibly form reactive material.
Peter Weiner:  [?]

Dr. Jean Rabovsky:  -.  Another problem with the applied pesticide product is the apparent ability of one or more non-pesticide components to enhance the toxicity of the active ingredient.  A study was published last year that suggests such a possibility.  On a couple of occasions, the DTSC was asked if this information was considered when the Aquamaster (or RoundUp, active ingredient is glyphosate) was considered safe to use?  The other issue is when do we receive information about when something is going to happen?  Then we can look at it, discuss it information about when something is going to happen?  Then we can look at it, discuss it, get back to DTSC- expectation of transparency –
· Public Comment

Joan Lichterman:  What is scope of the order?
Barbara Cook:  Order goes until done.  Covers entire  [?]
Sheila Dickey:  Aquamaster sprayed in May, now spraying pesticide again, this area home to many migratory animals-ongoing cycle with invasive species-
Barbara Cook: Did  State Fish & Game get back to you?

Sheila Dickey-They did, they seem to think it is fine-

Barbara Cook:  Fish & Game are the experts

Dr. Wendel Brunner: You have to take it up with Fish & Game-

Barbara Cook:  I will try one more contact at the NOAA  [National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration]

Whitney Dotson: Maybe we can refer this to the Toxics Committee-

Ethel Dotson:  Can’t you get other agencies to attend our meetings-set forth options ahead of time-
Barbara Cook: The agency [provides] public participation, RAWs, fact sheets etc., the CAG is an additional [forum]-CAG should do as part of their leadership role-I will provide contact information.

Peter Weiner:  Could DTSC provide the contact for U.S. Fish & Game who knows birds, not NOAA.  What about the EBRPD  [East Bay Regional Park District] and City of Richmond  signs?  

Barbara Cook:  Property is owned by UC and by Zeneca-EBRPD has 100 foot easement 
Peter Weiner:  Easement is used-Difficulties with Weiss [Report]?

Barbara Cook:  I had a professional difference of opinion.

Peter Weiner:  Delayed –further transparency would be desired.

Gayle McLaughlin: Before the DTSC leaves, Is DTSC still willing to house an administrative support person, paid for by Zeneca.
Barbara Cook: Think its  doable.

JoAnn Tillman: Contact  information?

Barbara Cook: I will provide two contacts to your secretary Tarnel [Abbott]

[Barbara Cook left]

· Introduction of  Jerry Orlando
Dr. Jean Ravbosky introduced Mr. Orlando,  who had attended the last Committee on Toxics meeting,  expressed regret that the DTSC had left, would like them to hear him-

 

Whitney Dotson welcomed Mr. Orlando, agreed it would be important for DTSC to hear him-

Jerry Orlando -works for TOSC (Technical Outreach Services for Communities) and TAB  (Technical Assistance to Brownfields Communities out of Oregon State University. Contact information:  Jerry.Orlando@oregonstate.edu   TOSC-TAB  541-737-5736 Toll Free 800-653-6110    http://tosc.oregonstate.edu/
· CAG Discussion with Jerry Orlando

 Jerry Orlando:  Can offer technical assistance to communities- can help wade through the documents.  U.S.E.P.A. provides the funding through universities.  Richmond Redevelopment Agency helped write the Community Involvement Plan.  Can do document review, provide summaries “Cliff’s notes version” of technical data.  
Sherry Padgett:  We could overwhelm experts with questions, need all kinds of expert advice, have heard from U.S. EPA that grants are available-

Jerry Orlando:  Funding is from the U.S. E.P.A., administered by Oregon State University, free resource available to this CAG.

Sherry Padgett: How does communication happen? Through  individuals or the chair or the through the Toxics Committee Chair?  

Jerry Orlando: Informal-individual CAG members can contact me—I don’t take sides-

Sherry Padgett:  Read through material on the website- property owners & redevelopment agencies-the “other side” of the fence
Jerry Orlando: Can also put you in touch with other people-

Sherry Padgett: Impartiality?

Tarnel Abbott: If we requested your services, would you then not provide assistance to the “other side”

Jerry Orlando: Of course.

Gayle McLaughlin:  The redevelopment agency doesn’t grasp the gravity of the situation-if we seek technical advice, public statement regarding cleanup [?]

Sherry Padgett: Difficult to get expert help in our own neighborhood because of UC conflict of interest.

Pablo Munoz:  Thank you for coming—I think we have nothing to lose by working with your program-

Ethel Dotson: Stanford University has a Stauffer Chemistry Lab-

Joan Lichterman (member of the audience): Mountains of reports-Areas of concerns are not consistently mapped-UC says the whole site has been characterized, we don’t agree-
Gayle McLaughlin:  Brownfields-lots of unknowns, there is a school of thought that they shouldn’t be used for residential-

Jerry Orlando:  Clean all to residential standard

Joe Robinson:  What about bioremediation?

Jerry Orlando: Can work with some things-perchlorate
Meeting adjourned approximately 9:30 p.m.
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